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Science as a Starting Point 
DePaul alumni blend science, social science & 

education in non-traditional career paths 

Tara Scavelli 
Since graduating from DePaul’s anthropology program in November 2007, Tara 
Scavelli has applied her skill set towards a career in the increasingly in-demand field 
of clinical research at some of the nation’s best hospitals in downtown Chicago. 
Tara has worked with numerous clinical teams, biomedical engineers, and patient 
populations (including oncology, neurology and movement disorders, and cardiovas-
cular) as both a researcher and administrator, and strives to serve as an institutional 
liaison and team leader with the goal of streamlining efforts to improve the clinical 
research process. She credits her social science background as a foundation for 
understanding and communicating the “big picture” of the research process and its 
implications on public health; prioritizing patient safety and research ethics; securing 
research funds through federal grants and contract negotiation with the pharmaceu-
tical & device industry; and thoughtfully and effectively researching, analyzing, and 
navigating both short and long-term challenges. In 2014, Tara completed a Master 
of Science degree in regulatory compliance at Northwestern University; and in 2015, 
Tara became the Regulatory Manager of the Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute’s Clini-
cal Trials Unit of Northwestern Memorial Hospital. Her talk will include what initially 
drew her to a career in clinical research; how she highlighted (and continues to high-
light!) the value of a social science degree in this field; and considerations for pursu-
ing graduate studies while working full-time. 

Dan Clark 
Dan Clark (CSH '12, BUS '14) began his studies at DePaul with a  
simple question, why do we do the things we do? His formal education 
now spans biology, psychology, economics, and educational  
leadership, and his lifetime goal is to develop systems that efficiently, 
and equitably, improve community health and education. These days 
Dan focuses his energy on understanding the transaction costs of  
education (an area of his doctoral studies). He is passionate about 
using educational technology to make the process of learning more 
efficient by applying what we know in cognitive neuroscience and  
educational psychology. Dan believes it is the responsibility of higher 
education to educate life-long learners and provide the best learning 
tools. As an undergraduate student at DePaul, he researched in Dr. 
Sandra Virtue's Brain and Language Lab in addition to Dr. Dorothy 
Kozlowski's Traumatic Brain Injury Lab. The College of Science and 
Health gave Dan a strong intellectual foundation and confidence 
to pursue projects he feels adds value to society. Additionally, 
Dan teaches introductory economics and economic geography at 
the City Colleges of Chicago and also teaches Global Perspec-
tives (UIP367) and Neuroeconomics and Decision Making 
(NEU380) this winter quarter at DePaul.  
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